[Alveolar capillary dysplasia as a cause of failure in treatment of a neonate with pulmonary persistent hypertension of the newborn - case report].
A patient with severe persistent pulmonary hypertension of the newborn (PPHN) due to alveolar capillary dysplasia, congenital (ACD), is presented. In the treatment, apart from standard methods, high frequency oscillatory ventilation (HFOV), inhaled nitric oxide and activated C protein have been applied. In spite of treatment the patient died and post-mortem diagnosis was based on lung histopathology examination. ACD occurs very rarely and is a congenital disease. Diagnosis is by pulmonary tissue histopathology examination. Pathological structure of the lungs leads to severe dysfunction of gas exchange as well as increasing pulmonary hypertension. No effective treatment is known and all so far described cases have ended up with death. The described case and literature data lead the authors to the following conclusions: 1. in case of PPHN resistant to treatment, ACD diagnosis should be taken into consideration, 2. histopathological examination determines the diagnosis, 3. limited capabilities of diagnosis are the reason for applying non-standard and expensive treatment methods which so far are doomed to failure, 4. in case of a patient with severe, persistent pulmonary hypertension and unclear aetiology, not reacting to nitrous oxide treatment, a diagnostic lung biopsy should be considered.